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THE CATHOUC LAYMAN. 



[October, 



WHAT COUNCILS ARE GENEEAX AND 
INFALLIBLE. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

SlR^-In yonr number of the Cathouc Layman, for 
June, 1852, you published a short letter from me, in which 
I asked what authority could be produced from the Fathers 
of the first three centuries for Pnrgatorj'. I have since 
read with interest several letters and articles on the subject 
in your paper ; and, I must say, that I am satisfied with 
the result, that there is no proof of Purgatory to be found 
in the first three hundred years of the Church. And I 
cannot but think that if any such proof were to be found, 
it would have been brought forward by some of your cor- 
leroondents. 

My present ^rtsh is to ask another question, which I 
hope you will settle for me as plainly. In the creed of 
Pope Pius IV., which the Church of Rome requires every 
one to believe, as " the Catholic Faith," I find the follow- 
ing : — " I also, without doubt, receive and profess all other 
things delivered, defined, and declared by the sacred 
canons and oecumenical councils." Now, sir, I am a plain 
man, who asks plain questions, and expects plain answers ; 
and I want to know what councils does the Church of 
Borne consider cccumcnic.il or general (for, I suppose, they 
both mean the same) ; and where will I find the list of 
oecimienical councils in which I am to believe ? 

Now, my reason for asking is this — it is a common say- 
ing, that the man who buys a pig in a bag is a fool for his 
jains ; and I think that is right.' Would any of your 
readers, who deals in pigs, be content, in a fair or a mar- 
ket, to buy a pig tied up in a sack, the way he could 
neither see nor feel it, nor know whether it was good or 
bad? Well, I tliink not; and t am sure I would not. 
Now, my religion is of more consequence to me than any- 
thing else ; and I do not like to take my religion in a bag, 
the way I cannot know nor see what it is. And before! 
can profess this creed of Pope Pius IV., like an honest 
man, I want to know how many general councils there 
are, and where I can see the list of them. 

Hoping that you, sir, will give me a plain answer to this 
plain question. 

I remain your obedient servant, 

A Catholic. 
We are always anxious to answer our correspondents 
questions ; and we would never have undertaken to answer 
such questions if we had not made a due preparation in the 
knowledge of books and authors. 

But, we must protest against our correspondents asking 
US questions that no man living can answer. 

At the same time we mnst confess our correspondent's 
^estion is a very fair one. It cannot be supposed, that 
our correspondent should solemnly profess to believe " all 
things declared by the cecumenical councils," without so 
much as knowing how many such councils ther« arc, or 
what councils are really oecumenical according to the Church 
of Rome. 

Every collection of councils, that we have seen, consists 
of many hundreds ; and it is acknowledged by all Roman 
Catholics, that not more than twenty of these at moat are 
really <scuinenic;d or general, and that of the rest many 
axe lalse and heretical, and many more not general or 
oecmnenical ; and it must be confessed, that it is only rea- 
sonable for Roman Catholics to ask to be informed which 
of these councils they do really profess to believe, in the 
creed of Pope Pius IV. It is ceitainly a roost reasonable 
question. 

At the same time we must protest, that it is a question 
that no man living can answer with any degree of cer- 
tainty whatever. 

No infallilile Pope can tell wh»t councils are really 
oecumenical or general ; for we suppose that if any infalli- 
ble Pope coulri have done so he would. And of this we 
are quite sure, that no Pope ever has attempted to do so. 

No oecumenical council can do so ; for though we 
admit that such a council did once lay down such a list, 
in the most solemn manner possible, yet we know that all 
Soman Catholics .ire now agreed in saying, that that 
tECumenical covncil was wronff. 

No fallilile man can do so, for though numbers of falli- 
ble men have made the best guess they could, yet they 
have dificred so totally from each other, and they .ill dift'cr 
so widely from the only general council tliat tried to lay 
down the list, tliat it is evident that they arc but guesses ; 
and who can tell which gjiess is right, when no infallible 
Pope would attempt to decide, and when the only council 
that attempted it is confessed, by all Roman Catholic writers, 
to have been wrong ? 

To show th.-it we are not really shrinking from the ques- 
tion, nor answering in culpable ignorance, we will give 
some of the guesses that have been made, and let our cor- 
respondent judge. 

_ Cardinal Bellarmine, who is one of the gre.itest authori- 
oes m the Church of Rome, reckons eighteen general or 
Xtcumenical councils, ending with the Council of Trent. 

The collection of councils made by Labbe and Cossart, two 
French Jesuits, which is one of the highest authority, 
reckons— -we really cannot say whether 19 or 20, the count- 
ing is so curious. It runs thus — 
Nice I., a general council. 
Sardica, a general council. 



Constantinople I., the second general council ! 
In other words, " there's one, and there's another, and 
there's another, and that makes two! !" 

There was a reason for this certainly, for it is more than 
doubtful whether any such council as Sardica ever was 
held ; but if put down in the list as a general council, it surely 
ought to count as one. Yet they put it in the list, and do 
not count it. This list also ends with the Council of Trent, 
and makes with Sai-dica twenty., without it nineteen. So 
they considered eitlier one or two as general councils, and 
infallible, which Bellarmine rejected as fallible. 

But, to look a little closer at this list, Labbe and Cossart 
reckon the Council of Constance the sixteenth general 
council (reckoning S.ardica, it should be the seventeenth). 
Well, that very Council of Constance itself does count 
itself the twelth. 

This is remarkable, as being the only case in which a 
general and infallible council hiis attempted to give a list 
of general and infallible councils ; and it is curious to see 
how all Roman Catholics agree to consider it wrong. 

In their yOth session that council made a solemn decree, 
that everj- Pope, at his election, should profess to hold the 
faith of " the general councils ;" and they give the list of 
general councils which the Pope was to profess, and that 
list consists of eleven— (Labbe & Coss. vol. xii. p. 241) ; 
and yet this council is now comited the sixteenth or 
seventeenth ! How can that be ? Why, Labbe and 
Cossart take five other councils which were held before 
this of Constance, and pronounce them general councils, 
although this infallible Council of Constance did not in- 
clude them as such in its list. These councils are — Sardica, 
three Coimcils of Lateran, and the second Council of 
Lyons. The Council of Constance counted none of these 
general, though they are in most lists now. What pre- 
sumption in fallible men, if they really believe in the in- 
fallibility of general eouncih^ tlius to set aside the de- 
cision of a council which they themselves confess to be 
infallible ! 

But, we have other lists still to puzzle us. 
When Queen Mary came to the throne of England, 
and found the Church of England already reformed, 
she set about to bring it back into subjection to Rome. 
Cardinal Pole was then appointed Legate of the 
Pope, to reconcile the English Church to Rome ; in this 
capacity he held a council of all the English Bishops at 
Lambeth, in the year 155G ; and the second decree of that 
council, calls the Council of Florence " the eighth 
General Council" — (Labbe & Coss. vol. xiv. p. 1737). 
Now this Cotmcil of Florence was held after that of Con- 
stance which called itself the twelfth ! And this Council 
of Florence, which is called the eighth by the whole 
English Synod and the Pope's Legate, is called, by Bellar- 
mine, the sixteenth! by Labbe and Cossart, the seven- 
teenth ! ! and if Sardica was counted in the list it would be 
the eighteenth ! ! I So, here is a difference of no less than 
TEN general councils in the list ! 

When that Council of Florence was first published by 
Abraham Cretensis, it was expressly styled the eighth ; 
and the approbation of Pope Clement the Seventh prefixed 
to that first edition, called it the eighth. No wonder then 
that the Pope's Legate, and the English Council, called h 
the eighth. But how then can it be the lOtb, 17th, or 
18th now? 

There are plenty of lists besides for people to guess 
among. For instance, when the Council of I'rent was to 
be held, Ciirdinal Contarenus presented to Pope Paul III. 
a short account of councils already held, and he calls the 
Council of Florence the ninth. But we need not go 
farther with these lists ; we have shown that there is no 
certainty at all what councils are general, and what are 
not. No Pope has ever attempted to decide ; for Popes are 
so modest, or so prudent, that they never interfere while 
great authorities are disputing ; but whenever men come 
to agree about a disputed point, then the Pope takes the 
opportunity to pass an infallible decree, because he can do 
it safely then when there is no one to dispute it. 

We must say again, that supjiosing the Creed of Pope 
Pius IV. to be right, and that the Catholic Faith does 
really consist in believing all that the general councils have 
declared, then it is the most reasonable thing in the world 
that our correspondent should expect to get a plain 
answer to his plain question, what councils the Church of 
Rome holds to be general. We are very sony that we 
cannot answer him ; and we think it very strange and 
unfair that the Pope or the Church of Rome does not 
give a plain and authorized answer to the question. 

Our correspondent must now sec that in professing the 
Creed of Pope I'ius IV., he would really (according to his 
own homely, but appropriate simile) be taking his faith in 
a bag, without the ])0ssibility of knowing what it is. No 
man can tell him, with certainty, what it is ; because no 
man can tell him with certainty where it is, or in which of 
the councils it is to be found. 

But, if our correspondent had asked us — " What 
councils are really general ?" we should have no difficulty 
at all in answering that the four councils of Nice, Constan- 
tinople, Ephesus, and Chalcedon, were truly general, 
because they were always received by the whole chiurch. 
It is not important to inquire whether the council at Con- 
stantinople, A.D., 553, and that held at Constantinople, 
A.D., 680, were truly and really general (though we tlunk 
they were) because those two councils made no additional 
decrees about the faith. But no later councils have any 



pretensions to be genera] councils, because they were aB 
councils only of the Eastern and Greek Churches, or only 
of the Latin or Western Churches. 

If any one ask what decrees did those four truly general 
councils make about the Catholic Faith ? we answer that 
the whole faith which they held and established is to be 
found in the Catholic Creeds. 

We also suggest to him, that there were true Catholics 
before anv of these councils were held. St. "Peter was a 
Catholic, and St. Paul, and all the other writers of the New 
Testament ; and by studying their writings (about which 
there is no uncertainty at all), we may learn what it was 
then \n be a Catholic. 

If any Roman Catholic, or especially any Roman 
Catholic Priest, will give us a list of general councils duly 
authorized by the Church of Rome, with proof that it is so 
authorized, we will, of course, be ready to publish it. Bnt 
we are sensible that we are now asking a question that no 
man living can answer. 



THE INDEX EXPURGATORIUS AND THE 
DOUAY BIBLE. 
TO the editor of the catholic layman. 
t [Sir — As your correspondents appear to take an interest 
in the subject of the Index Expurgatorius, I think it right 
to give you an account of a pamphlet I met some time ago, 
in which it was recommended to the Roman Catholic au- 
thorities to expurgate the Douay Testament. The author 
of the pamphlet (whom I believe to have been a Protestant) 
maintains that there is sufficient precedent for such a pro- 
ceeding. See, for example, the expurgation of the Scrip- 
ture references in Stephens's Bible (Index Exp. Vat. p. 41). 
And as there are many passages in the Douay Testament 
which appear at first sight at variance with Roman Ca-- 
tholic teaching, he proposes that they should be altered ot 
expunged. I for>vard some specimens of the proposed 
alterations, which appear conceived in the spirit of the 
good friar who said, that if he had been by St. Paul when 
ho was writing, he would have recommended him to leave 
out some ugly sentences which smelt of the faggot. 
I am, sir, &c., 

A Subscriber. 

I. Matt. xxii. 29. — " You err, not knowing the Scrip-" 
tures," read '■^from your knowing the Scriptures." 

John V. 39. — Dele '■'• Search the Scriptures." 

2 Tim. iii. 16. — Dele " And because from thy infancy 
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which can instruct 
thee to salvation, by the faith which is in Christ Jesus." 

Acts xvii. 11, 12. — Dele "Daily searching the Sciip- 
tures, whether these things were so," because from this it 
would appear that what the Apostles preached was com- 
pared with the Scripture by those who heard them. 

2 Pet. iii. 16. — Dele " Which the tmleamed and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, to 
their own destruction," because it would appear hence that 
the unlearned and unstable were in those days allowed to 
have the Scripture in their hands. 

II. Matt. xvi. 23.— Dele " Jesus turned and said tmto 
Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan : thou art a scandal 
unto me : for thou savomest not the things that are of God, 
but those that are of men." 

Luke xxii. 24. — Dele "There was also a strife among 
them which of them sboidd seem to be greater." For 
the Apostles must have known that St. Peter was the 
greatest. 

Actsviii. 14. — "The Apostles sent unto Samaria Peter 
and John," read "Peter was pleased to go unto Samaria, 
and took with him John." 

Gal. ii. 11. — "When Cephas was come to Antioch, I 
withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed," 
read '■^wherein /was to be blamed." 

III. 1 Tim. iv. 3. — Dele " Forbidding to marry and 
commanding to abstain from meats." 

Lidie iv. 38. — "Simon's wife's mother," read " Simon's 
mother." 

1 Tim. iii. 2-4.-^" It behoveth a bishop to be blameless, 
the husband of one wife." Dele " the husband of one 
wife." This sentence of St. Paul having been anathema- 
tized by the Council of Trent (Scss. xxiv. De Soc. Matr. 
Can. ix.) ?»■ Zl'" 

* lb. V. 12. — Dele *"Let deacons be the husband of one 
wife." 

Titus i. 5, 6. — " And should'st ordain priests in every 
city. . . . ' If any be without crime, thl husband <jf 
one icife." Dele " the husband of one wife." 

IV. Jas. V. 16. — " Confess your sins one to another." 
Dele "one," and read "to another;" otherwise the 
text might be used to prove that priests should confess to 
the laity as well as the laity to the priests. 

V. Jas. V. 15. — Dele "And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick man, and the Lord shall raise him up." For 
extreme unction, which is hero meant, is never given bat 
when it is hopeless that the sick man shall be raised up. 

yi. 1 Cor. xiv. — Omn. delend. because what it declares, 
concerning prayers in an unknown tongue appears incon- 
sistent with the performance of the mass in Latin. 

VII. Heb. ix. 26, 27, 26.— Dele " once ;" for it ia 
certain, from the decree of the Council of Trent (Sess. xaii. 
De Sac. Miss. Can. I. IIL), that Christ is offered mzny 
times every day. 
^-1 Peter iii. 18. — Z>e/e"once," for the same reason. 



